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Dear WRFC Attendee,

It is my great privilege to welcome you to the 11th World Recreational Fisheries
Conference, and to Africa for the first time in its history. Hosting WRFC 2026 in South
Africa is both an honour and a responsibility, reflecting the growing importance of
recreational fisheries to conservation, livelihoods and the blue economy.

At a time of rapid environmental change and increasing pressure on aquatic resources,

the need to share knowledge, build partnerships and strengthen evidence-based
governance has never been greater. | hope this conference will advance global
understanding and leave a lasting legacy of collaboration, capacity-building and resilient
fisheries for Africa and the world.

Professor Warren Potts, WRFC 11

WRFC WORKSHOPS

Workshop 1: Sunday, 22 Feb, 09:00- 13:00 (Oystercatcher A)

How to Operationalise Human Dimensions Concepts in Angler Surveys: Theory and Practical Applications
Host: Gerard Kyle, Robert Arlinghaus, Pourya Sardari, David Fulton

This workshop provides a rigorous introduction to measuring and analysing recreational fisher diversity using
established social-psychological frameworks. Drawing on a recently published interdisciplinary methods volume, the
facilitators will explore key human dimensions concepts such as specialisation, involvement, place attachment,
motivation and behavioural orientation, and demonstrate how these can be consistently operationalised in angler
surveys. Combining theoretical foundations with hands-on analytical exercises in R, participants will learn best
practices for scale selection, latent variable construction, validation and modelling, strengthening the comparability
and scientific robustness of human dimensions research in recreational fisheries.
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Workshop 2: Sunday, 22 Feb, 09:00- 17:00 (Oystercatcher B)

A community of practice for recreational fisheries research in Africa
Host: Alexander Winkler and Nelly Kadagi

Africa, and many other lower-middle-income regions (LMIRs), are currently in the phase where recreational fishing
participation is likely to grow most rapidly, as a result of increasing economic opportunities and a growing middle
class. This makes the continent critically important for the future of the sector. Due to this rapid growth, this workshop
seeks to discuss and understand issues and bright spots from researchers who are familiar with recreational fisheries in
Africa or in other LMIRs globally.
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Advancing the Global Online Recreational Fisheries Management School
Host: Christian Skov and Thomas Klefoth

This workshop supports the continued development of the Global Online Recreational Fisheries Management School,
an international, expert-led teaching platform built around a structured set of intended learning outcomes for
undergraduate and master's students. The school comprises a growing portfolio of recorded lectures, assessments and
supporting materials that educators worldwide can integrate into their curricula. With more than 40 experts already
involved and 100 lectures planned, the workshop will provide an update on progress, identify remaining content gaps,
and address emerging topics in the field. It will also create dedicated time for contributors to record new lectures,
receive peer feedback and technical support, and collectively strengthen the quality, coherence and future
accessibility of this global open educational resource.




Presentation Day 1: Monday 23 February 2026

Welcome and talks leading up to lunch time

TIME NUE: BEN MAC VENUE SAND PIPER VENUE OYSTER CATCHER

ELLEERN SESSION 1

L -

GLOBAL TRENDS: DATA COLLECTION,
MONITORING, AND TECHNOLOGY

Rec-Digital: Machine Learning-Based Analysis of Social Media
Data for Monitoring Recreational Fisheries
Beatriz Salvador

-

Catch me if you can: Spatiotemporal changes in pelagic
recreational fishes determined from long-term catch (MRIP)
data

Bethany Wager

GLOBAL CHANGE: RESILIENCE, CLIMATE,
POLLUTION, HABITAT RESTORATION.

Contaminant exposure of recreational fishers: Evaluating risks and lcH}
benefits from catch consumption in Norway
Martin Wiech
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SESSION 2
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12h30 il

12h45 atlg

Employing multi-level regression and poststratification to
extrapolate recreational fisheries surveys
Zachary Radford

GLOBAL TRENDS: DATA COLLECTION,
MONITORING, AND TECHNOLOGY.

Drop the Bass: Non-compliance with European sea bass
(Dicentrarchus labrax) regulations in the United Kingdom’s
recreational sea fishery.

Christopher Bova

Temperature driven increase in trophy size of warmwater species:
Insight from 50-years of angler’s records
Million Tesfaye Godana

Evaluating Bias in App-Based Fishing Data: Insights from
Probability-Based Surveys
Crystal Beckmann

Healthy estuaries serve as a refuge for fishery species within
coastal seascapes ensuring resilience against a changing climate
Nicola James

TEA

GLOBAL CHANGE: RESILIENCE, CLIMATE,
POLLUTION, HABITAT RESTORATION.

Phenotypic variability in the aerobic scope of an exploited
population of bronze bream, an important target of the
recreational marine shored-based fishery

Nonhle Mlotshwa

Simulating non-probabilistic sampling through onsite records
selection for monitoring seasonal recreational mackerel fishing
in the eastern Cantabrian Sea (Bay of Biscay)

Eneko Bachiller

Integrating Ecological Niche Modelling and Thermal Performance
to Quantify the Climate Change Response of Diplodus capensis in
South Africa Samkele Ngcefa

Developing priorities for marine recreational fisheries
datacollection and inclusion in stock assessment in data-
limited scenarios

Zachary Radford

Artificial Reefs in Western Australia: a review of over a decade of
habitat enhancement for resilient recreational fisheries
James Florisson

“Data baby, data!”: Inclusion of recreational data in data-
limited stock assessments
Johanna Marcussen

The first thermal tolerance assessment of juvenile white
Steenbras, Lithognathus lithognathus
Tristan Banfield

Examining spatiotemporal shifts in steelhead angling effort and
the utility of recreational catch data for assessing abundance
in British Columbia

Julie Charbonneau

Recreational angling selectively removes high performance
physiological phenotypes from fish populations
Xolani Nabani

Reducing environmental impacts of recreational fishing:
examples from Germany
Juergen Geist

GOVERNANCE: POLICY TO PRACTICE IN RECREATIONAL
FISHERIES

No more bombs: embracing co-management as path to recreational
fisheries conservation in Kiritimati, Republic of Kiribati
Andy Danylchuk

Embedding marine recreational fisheries in stock assessment
Kieran Hyder

From Satisfaction to Strategy: Turning Recreational Fisher Experiences
into Management Action in the NT Barramundi Fishery
David Ciaravolo

GOVERNANCE: POLICY TO PRACTICE IN RECREATIONAL
FISHERIES.
Spatial dynamics in coastal fisheries for northern albacore: insights from

the Bay of Biscay
Eneko Bachiller

Unveiling spatial differentiation of China’s inland recreational fishing:
novel insights from multi-source data
Guiying Chen

Assessing the heterogeneity in management approaches voluntarily
chosen by recreational angler communities in Germany under private
fishing rights: an archetype approach

Hadjer Smati

Moving towards world-class sea angling governance in England
Kieran Hyder

Schooling Together: What Bluefin Tuna Can Teach Us About Science-Led,
Stakeholder-Driven Fisheries Management
Hannah Rudd

Angling tourism and dam-affected rural communities: a case study from
the Lesotho Highlands Water Project Area, southern Africa
James McCafferty




Presentation Day 1: Monday 23 February 2026

MONITORING, AND TECHNOLOGY

SESSION 3 GLOBAL TRENDS: DATA COLLECTION,

15h15

15h30

Enhancing participation in data collection: case study of
the Sea Angling Diary in England and Wales
Kieran Hyder

Comparing probabilistic onsite and self-selecting offsite
surveys to monitor marine recreational fishers
Zachary Radford

LUNCH

GLOBAL CHANGE: RESILIENCE, CLIMATE, POLLUTION,
HABITAT RESTORATION.

Soft plastic fishing lures as potential source of aquatic pollution Marc
Simon Weltersbach

Spatial trophic variability and genetic connectivity of giant
and bluefin kingfish across the Indo-Pacific
Jessica Glass

Reef cover restoration of inshore reefs degraded by recreational activity
and terminal tackle loss.
Mark Dixon

Lunch and talks leading up to evening function

VENUE:SANDPIPER VENUE:O TER CATCHER

GOVERNANCE: POLICY TO PRACTICE IN RECREATIONAL
FISHERIES.

Rethinking our relationship with the fishing ground: Angler-led
stewardship and resource monitoring without stocking
Jun-ichi Tsuboi

Recreational fishing data collection architecture: A
roadmap to data integration
Catherine Bruger

British Columbia’s Chinook Salmon Reference Fishery - a
Collaborative Enhanced Monitoring Program
Martin Paish

Competitive angling data in predicting the stock status of
species targeted by shore-based recreational anglers in
South Africa

Natanah Gusha

TEA

EVENING FUNCTION: ICE BREAKER

The influence of mouth state on local estuarine linefisheries in
Garden Route National Parks, South Africa
Kyle Smith

Catching Up: Integrating Marine Recreational Fisheries into the UK’s
Post-Brexit Future
Hannah Rudd

Ancient Waters, Living Knowledge: Strengthening Recreational Fishing
through Indigenous Cultural Practice and Community Leadership
Corey Walker

Global Recreational Fishing Licenses: A Comparative Review Toward
Best Governance Practices
Kirten Hendricks

A roadmap for inclusion of marine recreational fisheries in advice
Kieran Hyder
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Presentation Day 2: Tuesday 24 February 2026
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SESSION 4

2.1.1

2.1.3
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VENUE: BEN MA

GLOBAL TRENDS: DATA COLLECTION,
MONITORING, AND TECHNOLOGY
Omakala (My fish) — experiences with the recreational

fishery mobile application
Olin Mikko

The Fishing BC App: Enhancing Communication,
Compliance, and Convenience for British Columbia’s Tidal
Water Recreational Fishery

Owen Bird

VOICES FROM THE WATER: INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE,
GENDER, COMMUNITY WELL-BEING.

A best catch approach to transform data-poor recreational fisheries
Benjamin Jones

Welcome and talks leading up to lunch time

GOVERNANCE: POLICY TO PRACTICE IN
RECREATIONAL FISHERIES.
Sampling frame challenges under a flexible licensing regime: a case

study from Catalonia (NW Mediterranean Sea)
Marta Pujol-Baucells

Expanding the global Fishing Vessel Ocean Observation
Network with recreational anglers and fishing guides in The
Bahamas

Sepp Haukebo

SPECIAL SESSION - CATCH AND RELEASE AND
FISH WELFARE

Pursuing the magic number: estimating species-specific
post-release mortality in marine recreational fisheries
through systematic review

Alexander Winkler

Expanding knowledge on gender in recreational fishing
Samuel Blyth

Modernizing the British Columbia Sport Fishing Advisory Board.
Martin Paish

Catch-and-Release and the Blue Economy: Using Multi-
Species Science in the Seychelles to Inform Actionable
Conservation and Management

Andy Danylchuk

Nature’s contribution to people — how anglers value NCPs in the Baltic Sea
Harry Strehlow

TEA

VOICES FROM THE WATER: INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE,
GENDER, COMMUNITY WELL-BEING.
Assessing the knowledge, perceptions, attitudes and behaviours of deep-

sea anglers off East London, South Africa
Hermie Spanengberg

The blood chemsitry of Diplodus capensis subject to a
simulated recreational catch-and-release event
Evelyn Mashele

Making the most of angler knowledge in recreational fisheries
management
Jennifer Rehage

Assessing the performance of rigid one-size-fits-all vs. locally
adaptive harvest regulations in a regional freshwater recreational
fishery with mobile, heterogenous anglers

Robert Arlinghaus

GOVERNANCE: POLICY TO PRACTICE IN
RECREATIONAL FISHERIES.
What constitutes Marine Recreational and Sports Fisheries in

Kenya?
Sarah Ater

As good as gold: Angler perceptions of the golden dorado
(Salminus brasiliensis) recreational fishery in the
Neotropics

Andy Danylchuk

Fisher’s Ecological Knowledge on spawning locations of Argyrosomus
japonicus along the South African coastline
Jodie Shaw

A practitioner’s guide for marine recreational fisheries
management in countries with a developing recreational fishery
Sepp Haukebo

Linking video footage and electronic tagging to investigate
rodand-line capture behavior in Atlantic bluefin tuna
Keno Ferter

Nearly 40 Years of Marine Recreational Fishing History: Trends in the
Principles of Responsible and Sustainable Angling as Reflected in a French
Fishing Magazine (1985-2023)

Julien Panaget

Using participatory mapping to support resource allocation and
management in Belize’s data - limited recreational fishery
Victor Sho

Building Capacity in the Rock-Based Fishing Community Through a Fisher-
Led Rescue Programme
Mick Kearney

Provisioning Fisheries: recognizing the fuzzy boundaries around
commercial, subsistence, and recreational fisheries
Vivian Nguyen

Reconsidering How We Understand Sport Fishing: Through the Lens of
Human-Nature Reciprocity
Rentaro Tahira

Promoting best practice for the governance of recreational
fisheries in Lower Middle Income Countries
Warren Potts

Angling tourism and dam-affected rural communities: a case study
from the Lesotho Highlands Water Project Area, southern Africa
James McCafferty




Presentation Day 2: Tuesday 24 February 2026

How long are freshwater sportfish behaviourally impaired following a catch-and-release
event?
Luc LaRochelle

Hook selectivity and post-release survival of flatfishes in the Baltic Sea recreational fishery
Marc Simon Weltersbach

Lunch and talks leading up to evening function

TIME VENUE BEN MACALA VENUE SAND PIPER

SESSION 6 SPECIAL SESSION - CATCH AND RELEASE AND FISH WELFARE

VOICES FROM THE WATER: INDIGENOUS KNOWLEDGE, GENDER, COMMUNITY WELL-
BEING.

Catching the benefits: Exploring the angling intervention Samen VISsen for elderly in Dutch nursing homes
Rob Ceelen

Best guess, but better: a managment tool for estimating postrelease mortality in data-poor
marine recreational fisheries
Matthew Farthing

Measuring the causal impact of harvest restrictions on Western Baltic cod anglers’ effort, stock status perception,
and harvest policy preferences
Robert Arlinghaus

Recreational discards: How many dead discards are too many?
Michael Drexler

Dynamics of Threatened Coastal Sharks and a Growing Recreational Fishery
Sally Dowd

Assessing the health and survival of a dominant species in the South African marine shore-
based fishery (MSBF), the blacktail seabream, Diplodus capensis, to catch and release
Michael McKenzie

German recreational anglers and digital media - no love affair
Harry Strehlow

Responsibility for a changing future — Anglers’ perspectives on 10 key themes related to sustainable recreational
fisheries management in Sweden
Samuel Blyth

From Experience to Indicators: Using Local Ecological Knowledge to Strengthen Recreational Fisheries
Management
Sophia Costa

Beyond the Catch: Identifying and Understanding the Drivers of Coastal Fisheries in Massachusetts
Tasha O’Hara

EVENING FUNCTION: POSTER EVENING
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Presentation Day 3: Wednesday 25 February 2026

10H15

11h30
12h15
18h00

SESSION 7

3.1.1

VENUE: BEN MA

SPECIAL SESSION - CATCH AND RELEASE AND
FISH WELFARE
Comparison of natural and artificial maggots as bait in a coarse R\

fishery
Thomas Klefoth

Stripers on the Line: Integrating field and social science to
improve post-release outcomes in the striped bass (Morone
saxatilis) recreational fishery

Andy Danylchuk

SESSION 8

WORKSHOP
3:

Assessing the impact of marine recreational fishing on mortality
of released coho salmon in British Columbia, Canada
Quin Johnston

SPECIAL SESSION - DYNAMICS OF ANGLING
VULNERABILITY: MECHANISMS, PROCESSES AND
CONSEQUENCES

Assessing Spatial Behavior and Recapture Likelihood in a

Catchand-Release Fishery Targeting Giant Trevally
Andy Danylchuk

Recruitment Overfishing from Angling Nesting Males is
Changing Bass Populations...and not in a Good Way
David Phillip

Impact of technological innovations on catch inequality in
recreational spearfishing
Giulio Tarantino

Capture probability and effects of bait/lure types on individual
learning behavior in an unexploited population of northern pike
Jorrit Lucas

Latitudinal clines in territorial aggressiveness and angling
vulnerability in an amphidromous fish
Jun-ichi Tsuboi

Warming Waters and Shifting Behaviors: Cognitive Limits and
Species Interactions in a Recreational Fishery Under Climate
Stress

Kelsey Vaughn

Advancing the Global Online Recreational Fisheries
Management School

SUSTAINABILITY: CONSERVATION STRATEGIES AND
BEST PRACTICES.
Guidelines for establishing and maintaining catch and release

marine recreational fisheries
Aaron Adams

A multi-disciplinary approach to the promoting the sustainability
of South African shore-based linefishery
Amber Childs

Recreational fishers are key partners and not just passengers in
the recovery of Australia’s most iconic fish species - the mighty
Murray cod
Taylor Hunt

TEA

SUSTAINABILITY: CONSERVATION STRATEGIES AND
BEST PRACTICES

Himalayan Bhutan: Flyfishing’s New Frontier
Bryant Dunn

Sustainable Fly Fishing: Building Expertise, Conservation Skills, and ki

Eco-Entrepreneurship in the Turks and Caicos Islands
Edward Butler

Fish for Connection (in Dutch: Vissen voor Verbinding)
Jan Kamman

“Woops, | lost it”: Gear Loss in the Norwegian Recreational Lobster ElNg
Fishery
Johanna Marcussen

Assessing Species Substitution Potential to Support Sand Flathead ¥kX:]

Stock Recovery in Tasmania
Sean Tracey

The Jaguar of the River: using a community centered approach for
science-based conservation and management of Golden Dorado in
the Neotropics

Andy Danylchuk

LUNCH

GALA DINNER: GUEST SPEAKER | Keith Clover

Welcome and talks leading up to the gala

VENUE' SAND PIP VENUE: OYSTER CATC

UNLOCKING THE ECONOMIC POTENTIAL OF RECREATIONAL
FISHERIES: VALUATION, TOURISM, AND VALUE CHAINS
Not All Valuations Are in the Same Boat: Why Some Research on the

Economic Contributions of Recreational Fisheries Is Not Making Waves
Christopher Bova

Resilient and sustainable recreational fishery management must consider
the legitimate needs of other harvesters
Crystal Gold

Assessing Machine Learning Approaches in Travel Cost Modelling for
Recreational Fisheries
Wendy Edwards

UNLOCKING THE ECONOMIC POTENTIAL OF RECREATIONAL

FISHERIES: VALUATION, TOURISM, AND VALUE CHAINS

Assessing the economic impact of recreational sea angling in the UK
Wendy Edwards

Current development Status of China’s recreational fisheries
Zhegguang Zhu

A systematic review of global recreational fishery economic research based
on PRISMA
WenHao Sha

Economic Impact of Catch and Release Atlantic Bluefin Tuna Fishery from
Angler Expenditure
Wendy Edwards

The economics of the recreational fishery in Seychelles, a Small Island
Developing State
Tom Hecht




Presentation Day 4: Thursday 26 February 2026

TIME

10H15 SESSION 9

VENUE: BEN MA

SPECIAL SESSION - DYNAMICS OF ANGLING
VULNERABILITY: MECHANISMS,
PROCESSES AND CONSEQUENCES

Catch uncertainty as attraction force to fish

recreationally
Robert Arlinghaus

Impacts of non-consumptive, catch-and-release based
recreational fishing on catch rate in freshwater predators:
a BACI whole-lake experiment

Ryo Futamura

.
-

SESSION 10

11h30

11h45
12h00

12h15
12h30
12h45

Angling selectively removes high performance
physiological phenotypes and alters fish boldness,
activity and susceptibility to capture

Warren Potts

REGIONAL/CASE STUDIES: LESSONS FROM
LOCAL STUDIES AND CHARISMATIC SPECIES

Lines of Evidence:Unraveling the mysteries of Helderberg
MPA
Brandon Beukes

TEA

SPECIAL SESSION - FISH CONNECTIVITY AND
MOVEMENT

Movement Ecology of Atlantic Mackerel: The People’s Fish
Morgan Piczak

Welcome and talks leading up to lunch time

VENUE:SANDPIPER VENUE:O TER CATCHER

OUTREACH: PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT, YOUTH, SOCIAL
MEDIA, STEWARDSHIP

The ORI Cooperative Fish Tagging Project: Recreational anglers
catching conservation success
Chantel Elston

Beyond the Science: Lessons from Pollack Politics
Hannah Rudd

Tightening the lines of communication between agencies and anglers
Julie Claussen

OUTREACH: PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT, YOUTH, SOCIAL
MEDIA, STEWARDSHIP
A boundary organization facilitates a collaborative approach to

recreational fisheries research, management, and education
Aaron Adams

When birds meet recreational fishers: understanding
interactions in a Protected Coastal Area of Argentina
Francisco Zumpano

Transboundary migration dynamics of the largest Giant Trevally
(Caranx ignobilis) aggregation on record: Implications for
management

Ryan Daly

Using volunteer anglers to help monitor the effectiveness of South
Africa’s coastal marine protected areas (MPAs)
Bruce Mann

Status of the endangered white steenbras Lithognathus
lithognathus in the Knysna Estuary
Jessica Seath

African tigerfish (Hydrocynus vittatus) movement in lake Jozini:
insights from a catch-mark-recapture study
Angelica Kaiser-Reichel

OzFish - 10 years of lessons from growing the Aussie rec fisher
stewardship movement
Cassie Price

Fish habitat associations in the marine bay region of the
Knysna Estuary
Lutholwethu Mabaleka

Spawning migration of North Sea Houting in the River Overijsselse
Vecht
Jan Kamman

Sharing Experiences to Promote Resilient and Sustainable Recreational
Fisheries: Socializing Best Release Practices in British Columbia’s Tidal
Water Salmon Fisheries

Owen Bird

The 50-year history of anglers’ record catches of genus
Carassius: Circumstantial evidence of competitive
exclusion of native species by invasive species

Marek Smejkal

Using behavioural insights from marine acoustic telemetry to inform
the conservation Permit (Trachinotus falcatus) in South Florida
Jessica Robichaud

Lessons about angling in primary schools: Teach children about nature
and the passion of angling
Rob Ceelen

The current status based on updated population
dynamics of west coast steenbras, Lithognathus aureti, in
Namibia

Margit Wilhelm

Understanding prey means understanding predators: Exploring the
influence of temperature on mullet species
Dinah Mukhari

LUNCH

Angler perceptions of access to information on best practices for
catch-and-release, and fishing regulations
Samuel Blyth




Presentation Day 4: Thursday 26 February 2026 Talks leading up to evening function

VENUE: BEN MACALA VENUE: SAND PIPER VENUE: OYSTER CATCH

SESSION 11 REGIONAL/CASE STUDIES: LESSONS FROM LOCAL SPECIAL SESSION - INCORPORATING ANGLER OUTREACH: PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT, YOUTH,
STUDIES AND CHARISMATIC SPECIES HETEROGENEITY INTO ASSESSMENT AND SOCIAL MEDIA, STEWARDSHIP
MANAGEMENT

Investigating population dynamics of the Critically Endangered 2. Heterogeneity of coastal seatrout (Salmo trutta) anglers in the Zooming in to scale up: how focusing on the importance of each
Whitespotted Wedgefish (Rhynchobatus djiddensis) in South Baltic Sea explored through the recreational specialisation fish can be a catalyst for conservation

Africa’s iSimangaliso Wetland Park framework Sascha Clark Danylchuk

Niall O’Reilly Christian Skov

The spatial-ecology of an endemic shark in the South African 2. Validation of a style of participation self-classification measure to Lending a helping hand: The role recreational fishers play in
marine shored-based recreational fishery recreational spotted seatrout anglers in Texas movement ecology research
Reagan Kieck Gerard Kyle Taryn Murray

Mapping undiscovered bonefish spawning aggregation sites in 2. Profiling Recreational Fishers to Inform Recovery of a Depleted Global recreational fisheries management school - an
the Florida Keys Stock: Insights from Tasmania’s Sand Flathead Fishery introduction
Ross Boucek Sean Tracey Thomas Klefoth

Evaluation of the Japanese Eel (Anguilla japonica) and Fresh 2. Engaging underrepresented fishers in the Great Lakes: a research
water fish Habitats in Japan (Kyushu) using eDNA Analysis and action agenda for provisioning fisheries
Satoshi Kameyama Vivian Nguyen

Spatial connectivity of an important marine-shore-based fishery The role of methods and analysis in efficiently capturing
species assessed using acoustic telemetry heterogeneity among recreational sea anglers
Thomas Knight Kieran Hyder

Recreational catch data; A citizen scientists explains why a
transdisciplinary approach is essential for a resilient recreational
fishery in South Africa and possibly elsewhere

Malcolm Grant

TEA

EVENING FUNCTION: WINE TASTING
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Thank you for joining us at WRFC 11
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